
 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Date November 9, 2015 

Location Education Center, 100 Walnut St., Rm 210, Newton, MA 02460 

Meeting Called by Chairman Matt Hills @ 8:05 am 

Present Gibson, Albright, Fisher Gomberg, Fleishman, Hills, Ross Decter, Siegel, 
Goldman and students, Evans, Bromberg, Martenis 

 
Call to Order 
 
At 8:05 pm Chair Hills called the meeting to order. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 
Dr. Fleishman gave feedback regarding the Principal’s Institute which centered on the book 
Between the World and Me which Irwin Blumer gave to the MASC/MASS Award winners. It 
spurred rich conversation which should translate to our student’s grappling with difficult issues. 
He also reported that Jane Kerner was the recipient of the Outstanding New Science 
Technology Award and Newton South High School had their first playoff win in more than 30 
years. 
 
Public Comment 
 
School Calendar 
 
Dr. Fleishman commented that next year’s calendar is very similar to this year’s except school 
should end a few days earlier and the December break is shorter, but April break is longer. 
Some questions that arose were, why was the half day sandwiched between two holiday’s and 
should we continue to start school after Labor Day, etc. Starting school before the Labor Day 
holiday involves many stakeholders such as Superintendent’s Office, staff, Newton Teacher’s 
Association and families. Decision was made to move the vote to November 23, 2015. 
 
Health & Wellness Update 
 
This is a vote to approve the overall Health and Wellness policy. Dana Bennett, K-8 Curriculum 
Coordinator made revisions in four areas based on advice of the Committee from the last 
meeting and is putting the policy forth for a vote. Comments regarding the need to look at 
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how to encourage/facilitate more biking and walking to school and a suggestion was made to 
work with the Newton Bike Task Force. Comments followed regarding the Sexuality curriculum 
which Dana Bennett addressed by informing the Committee that she was reinvigorating the 
Health Council and will be working with Ruth Hoshino and Kathy Marchi to that end. The 
committee is planning on meeting four times per year to work on guidelines, see what’s 
trending, what can be changed and how it can be articulated in the guidelines. 
 
A motion was made (Ross Decter), seconded (Gibson) and unanimously accepted to approve 
the Health and Wellness Policy. (Absent -Mayor Warren and Pitter Wright). 
 
Budget Guidelines Discussion 
 
A draft of the ’16-’17 budget guidelines was sent to the Committee that included issues raised 
at the last meeting. Discussion followed with suggestions made to look at specific areas. The 
subcommittee will make changes and present them for discussion and possible vote on 
November 23, 2015. 
 
Food Services Update 

Document: Food Services Update 

 
Sandy Guryan, Deputy Superintendent/Chief Administrative Officer and Mike Cronin, Chief of 
Operations reported that we are in the third year of a three year contract with Whitson’s Food 
Services and will be starting the Request For Proposal (RFP) process in January. The School 
Committee asked for more than the Fiscal Report, specifically an assessment of how the 
program is performing.  Newton is now in its sixth year of a privatized program and has 
achieved the goal of a better bottom line, but questions were raised about other items we could 
require. We need to look at lunch prices (no changes in more than 10 years), better 
ingredients, nutrition guidelines, meals, snacks, vending machines, etc. There has been a lot 
of feedback from parents. In order to give feedback, the Committee needs to know what is 
currently offered. If the gathering of information is not done by January, there will not be 
enough time to go forward with the RFP as planned. 
 
K-8 Science Future Topic 
 
David Fleishman stated that this will be an update. There are no changes in the Frameworks 
as we thought there might be. There is still a question regarding the high school exit 
requirements, but we should know soon. Next Generation Science requirements will influence 
what each district needs to do. Currently everyone in high school takes physics, but it might 
not be the right thing to do – we’ll have to wait until the new requirements come out. Middle 
School changes have already been made. Comments and questions regarding how we are 
using the Science, Technology, Engineering & Math (STEM) community arose. A few 
examples were given: Lego League and Math Teams.  
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Communications: 
 

- Waban Area Council holding a meeting regarding Arrival/Departures at Angier 
- Jennifer Huntington, former NNHS has received a grant to fund the restoration and 

rehanging of NNHS murals. 
- Margie Ross Decter, Ellen Gibson and Margaret Albright reported on the MASC 

conference they attended last week.  
o Margie Ross Decter elected co-chair of MASC 
o Lisa LaCava presented - we should be proud of her and her leadership in the city 
o we do not need an MASC resolution to get SEL task force  
o high school start time discussions 
o MASC Resolutions - all passed except the taxation resolution 

 

Adjournment 

                       Meeting adjourned at 9:52 pm                . 

 

Lisa A Mazzola  4/27/16 

Lisa A. Mazzola, Secretary 
School Committee, Newton Public Schools 

 Date of Approval 

 

 
 


